


school capacity
standards

The optimum capacity for an elementary school is the number of classrooms
necessary to house the students residing within the residential neighborhood as

school boundary and siting
standards

Divide elementary school attendance areas at heavy traffic streets, and other natural
barriers, so children can walk and bike safely to elementary school and the park.

bounded by major traffic arterials or other barriers.

School capacity planning based on a
neighborhood’s maximum potential
pupil population, supports a school
environment most conducive to
learning by reducing unnecessary
disruption from: school boundary shifts,
overcrowded schools or substandard
temporary portable classrooms. In
addition, excess classroom space will
find productive use as a community
space supporting enrichment activities
and community partner activities such
as neighborhood meetings, preschool
classes and special or vocational
education. These activities support
community livability and strengthen
bonds among residents of all ages.

Maximum potential pupil density is
based upon birth trends and current
residential zoning, taking into
consideration the projected rate of
housing in-fill.

Provides a moderate-sized educational facility, which
affords a school environment most conducive to learning.

AN
Schools of greater capacity are more difficult to administer.

There is a preponderance of opinion and evidence that for good educational opportunity, for the exercise
of effective discipline, for the achievement of teamwork between the teachers and the parents in educating
children and bringing about proper personality development, elementary schools should not be permitted
to exceed in capacity more than 3 classrooms per grade. Lloyd T. Keefe

Excerpts from:
Planning for Schools & Liveable Communities
The Oregon School Siting Handbook, 2005

The School Site Takes Full Advantage of
Existing Resources

School sites close to existing infrastructure reduce
the need for new facilities. In short, by making
good use of existing resources, schools can
reduce their physical and financial impact on the
community and the environment. Integrating
well-designed schools into existing or proposed
neighborhoods efficiently uses streets, sidewalks
and other infrastructure. Preserving historic
school buildings helps maintain neighborhood
identity and treasured community landmarks, and
reusing existing  buildings  reduces land
consumption. School sites that are close to
existing playfields or open space provide students
with exercise opportunities and access to natural
resources.

Transportation Choices

A well-sited school gives school children more
transportation choices. This is good for children
and good for the community for several reasons:

(1) greater accessibility reinforces schools as
community focal points; (2) reducing the number
of cars on the road decreases traffic congestion
and air pollution; (3) opportunities for daily
exercise encourage children to develop healthy
lifestyles; and (4) children acquire life skills and
habits that incorporate a variety of transportation
options.

School Siting Principals

Public schools should be located and dimen-
sioned to serve multiple community purposes.

Elementary schools should be located next to and
developed with neighborhood parks:
o Provides year around recreation
facilities for adults and children
o Eliminates duplication of equipment
and buildings
o Saves tax money

Elementary schools should be located in the
centers of school neighborhoods which are
bounded by traffic arterials or other hazardous or
natural barriers.

Pupil capacity should be scaled to the size of the
school neighborhood, and no school should
exceed three classrooms per grade.

Sites should be of sufficient size to accommodate
all school activities without encroaching upon
rightful space and quiet of bordering homes.




